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ENVIRONMENAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

POLLUTION REPORT 

Region I I 
Response and P r e v e n t i o n Branch 
Edison, New Jersey 08837 

DATE: 

TO: 

August 2 1 , 1985 

(201) 321-6670 
(201) 548-8730 

340-6670 

POLREP NO. : 
INCIDENT NAME: 
SITE/SPILL NO. 
POLLUTANT: 
CLASSIFICATION: 
SOURCE: 
LOCATION: 
AMOUNT: 
WATER BODY: 

Commercial 
24 Hour Emergency 
F T S 

C. Daggett, EPA 
W. L i b r i z z i , EPA 
F. Rubel, EPA 
W. Andrews, EPA 
J. M a r s h a l l , EPA 
M.-Ledman, NYCDEP 
ERD, EPA Washington, D.C. 

( E - M a i l ) 
N. Nosenchuck, NYSDEC 
NRC 
USCG 3:rd D i s t . (mer) 
TAT 

One - ( 1 ) and F i n a l 
L i b e r t y Heat T r e a t i n g Company 
807-85 . 
Potassium Cyanide 
P o t e n t i a l Major 
Warehouse F i r e 
100-15 94th Ave., Queens, New York 
Unknown 
N o n e • ' . -

.1 . SITUATION: " -

A. At a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1400„hrs. on August 14, 1985, a f i r e 
e rupted i n the L i b e r t y Heat T r e a t i n g Company B u i l d i n g at 
100-15 94th Avenue i n Ozone Park, Queens. The company 
t h e r m a l l y t r e a t s f i n i s h e d and raw metals and employs 
batch o p e r a t i o n s u t i l i z i n g potassium cyanide baths. The 
f i r e a p p a r e n t l y s t a r t e d i n the wooden r o o f beams of the 
one-story b u i l d i n g and the p o t e n t i a l f o r r e l e a s e of hydrogen 
cyanide gas, which can occur when potassium cyanide r e a c t s 
w i t h w ater, n e c e s s i t a t e d the e v a c u a t i o n of workers and 
r e s i d e n t s w i t h i n a f o u r b l o c k area. The f i r e was, however, 
con t a i n e d b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the cyanide. A p p r o x i m a t e l y 
f o u r t e e n f i r e f i g h t e r s were t r e a t e d at nearby h o s p i t a l s , 
s u f f e r i n g from a combination of heat s t r e s s and smoke 
i n h a l a t i o n . 

2. ACTION TAKEN: 

A. EPA and TAT conducted a s i t e response on August 14, 
1985, at 1830 h r s . Upon a r r i v a l , i t was observed t h a t 
v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c , i n the v i c i n i t y of the f i r e , was s t i l l 
being r e s t r i c t e d by the New York C i t y P o l i c e Department. 



Members" of the New York C i t y Department of En v i r o n m e n t a l 
P r o t e c t i o n , the New York C i t y F i r e Department and the owner 
of L i b e r t y Heat T r e a t i n g Company were a l l p r e s e n t at the 
s i t e . 

B. The response team proceeded t o monitor the s i t e 
p e r i m e t e r f o r the presence of cyanide u s i n g Draeger Tubes. 
No cyanide readings were o b t a i n e d w i t h the tubes . 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , photo-documentation of the burned out b u i l d i n g 
and s u r r o u n d i n g area was performed. EPA members donned 
Lev e l B p r o t e c t i v e gear and performed a i r m o n i t o r i n g , w i t h 
Draeger Tubes and the o r g a n i c vapor a n a l y z e r (OVA), on 
a l l s ides of the b u i l d i n g . Except f o r a l e v e l of 20 ppm 
ob t a i n e d u s i n g the OVA i n the r e a r of the b u i l d i n g , no 
s i g n i f i c a n t l e v e l s were o b t a i n e d . 

C. NYC F i r e Department o f f i c i a l s expressed t h e i r g r a t i t u d e 
t o the response team members f o r con d u c t i n g a i r m o n i t o r i n g 
at the s i t e . These o f f i c i a l s e x p l a i n e d t h a t no p r e v i o u s 
a i r m o n i t o r i n g had been conducted p r i o r t o EPA's a r r i v a l . 

:D. On August 15, 1985, EPA was informed t h a t a n a l y s i s of 
water r u n o f f c r e a t e d by the f i r e f i g h t i n g r e v e a l e d l e v e l s 
r a n g i n g from 7 t o 20 ppm of cyanide. This a n a l y s i s "was 
performed by the NYC Department of Enviro n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n . 
EPA advised NYCDEP o f f i c i a l s of the r e q u i r e d d i s p o s a l 
procedures f o r such m a t e r i a l . 

3. FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: - . 

A. No f o l l o w - u p i s expected f o r t h i s i n c i d e n t . 

CASE CLOSED X 

(TAT) 

CASE PENDS SUBMITTED BY 
J ; e £ s ' e p h ' ' R o t o l a , OSC 
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